

Dear Parents and Caregivers

Welcome to the new Room Six!  We are well settled into the multi-purpose room and watch daily the evolving of our soon to be brand new classroom.  It’s very exciting and the children have been carrying out some constructing of their own in our carpentry area.  
We have begun the year establishing a sense of belonging and ways of being in Room 6.  Part of this is following routines as it helps us all (teachers included) get back into the swing of school and learning.  Our before school routine is displayed in the classroom foyer and over the term other routines will appear around the room as well.  Already, the children are quite settled and becoming increasingly independent (as appropriate for their age).  At this time of year we also take the time to help children establish friendships with their classmates, mainly through modeling how to initiate play, sustain play, problem solve any issues and seek help if needed.  
Actually, junior classrooms are always in need of something!  Here’s a short list of items we need and would gratefully appreciate:
· Glossy magazines

· Ice cream containers

· Cardboard boxes

· Wool

· Nails or screws

· Untreated wood for carpentry

· Unwanted jigsaw puzzles and games appropriate for 5 and 6 year olds.

As we are straight into our learning already this term and in brief, the homework routine is as follows:

Monday to Thursday 
Readers will come home that have already been read with the teacher in class.  Please enjoy reading these with your child every night, sign your child’s reading log book and return the next day.  Our aim is to open your child’s eyes to the joy of reading, that it provides us with information, knowledge and enjoyment.  Discuss the story, what happened, to whom, how they felt about it and if/how the problem was resolved.  
Monday to Friday 
Your child’s spelling notebooks will come home with a list of words to recognize, read and write.  Please point out any of these words in their readers or encourage your child to be a detective and find them.  Also, listen to your child read this list (a good idea is to make them into flash cards to encourage quick recall) and lastly ask them to write each word.  Spelling is a written activity (not oral) and is practiced daily.  Tick each box to show their progress so we can encourage your child as well.  Each Friday we have a small quiz on the words being learnt for that week.

Friday

Every Friday the children’s poem books will come home.  Please share the poem of the week with your child and together attempt any homework sheets glued into their book.  Usually these will be Maths related, reinforcing the number knowledge they are learning at present.  Developing quick accurate knowledge of numbers and basic facts is key to progressing in Maths.
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The development of your child’s speaking and listening skills underpins all learning at school and home.  By chatting with your child about the world around them, what is happening day to day, what you see as you’re out and about, singing songs, saying rhymes, telling stories or jokes, you are actually building the foundations of all their future learning.  Encourage your child to be curious, ask questions, consider choices and make decisions (appropriate for their age of course).  

From time to time we will send home a newsletter of tid-bits to keep you up to date, but encourage you to keep an eye on the Tauwhare School Website if you wish to know what’s ‘Up and Coming.’  We think your child is very fortunate to have two teachers.  Our programme has been carefully organized to run smoothly across the days, however we both have our individual styles and unique strengths to offer from which the children will benefit.  We are a team and welcome you to see either of us regarding any matter or query.

We look forward to seeing you at the school picnic, 
Cherie Grant and Belinda Elias.
Tid Bits – A Quick Newsletter

Sunscreen

As the weather is so hot and the sun is scorching, please apply sunscreen to your child before they come to school.  There is sunscreen for sale at the school office and we will encourage them to put more on before morning tea and lunch time.  Please check that your child knows how to apply their sunscreen correctly.  Each child does have a hat provided by the school.  If it is misplaced they are required to play in the shade.  

Helpers
We are looking for a parent to help with returning the school readers (the books your child brings home).  This task is usually once or twice a week for no more than half an hour.  If you are able to pop in and help us out see Cherie or Belinda, thanks!
